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From a Humble Turkish Monk to a Jolly Old Elf in a Red Suit

very kid loves Santa Claus. After all,
E every Christmas he brings lots of
toys and goodies on his sleigh. But,
far from the chubby little man depicted
today, Santa started out as
a humble Turkish monk
named Nicholas.

before Nicholas was sainted by the Catholic
church, and then another 800 years — in the
early 1800s — when Saint Nicholas finally
drew the attention of American culture.

St. Nicholas Comes to America
In 1804, John Pintard, a member of the
New York Historical Society, distributed

Nicholas was born long woodcuts of St. Nicholas at the society’s an-

ago, during the third cen- nual meeting. The background of the

tury in Turkey. Most histo-

engraving contained
rians put it at 270 A.D.

St. Nicholas
His wealthy parents,

now-familiar Santa

images, including

stockings filled with
toys and decora-

who raised him to be a
devout Christian, died
while Nicholas was tions hung over a
still young. True to

his beliefs, Nicholas
used his inheritance
throughout his life

assisting the needy, the

fireplace.

Evolution of
‘Santa Claus’
How did we get
from the name St.
Nicholas to Santa
Claus? Well, it
took many years

sick, and the suffering,
Nicholas became
known throughout the
land for his generosity to
those in need, his love for chil- and a nur.nber of lan-
guages for it to come

dren, and his concern for sailors
about. The name Santa

and ships.
But it would be 700
years after his death
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Let SAV-ON Help You
Save on Insurance by
Setting Up a ‘Goal Date’

When you’re paying high-risk rates for your
car insurance it seems like it will never end, but
with SAV-ON’s help we’ll get you qualified fast-
er than anyone! SAV-ON is dedicated to helping
our customers realize big savings on their premi-
ums through its ‘Goal Date’ program.

What is a Goal Date?
A Goal Date is the date that, if you drive
without incident, will earn you preferred rate
savings on your insurance!
SAV-ON is the ONLY insurance agencv that
offers this, too. We are
dedicated to working

with you to ensure that
you are aware of your
approaching Goal
Date, and will notify
you when you have
achieved it.
Then we work
to find you
the best rate possible for your situation. This
could save you hundreds of dollars in insurance
premiums!

Start Your Savings Countdown

So, if you are paying high-risk rates and haven’t
set up a Goal Date yet, don’t delay! Call us at
888-867-2866 or visit www.sav-on.com and
set up an appointment with one of our friendly
SAV-ON agents. They will be happy to set up
a Goal Date for you, then make sure that as
soon as you qualify for preferred rates you start
saving!

‘Like’ Us and Win!
It's easy to win in SAV-ON'’s FB
‘Likes’ contest! Find out how. B

Focused on Helping Others |

He's lending a hand at SAV-ON while
pursuing a medical degree.

Holidays & DUI

Driving drugged: It’s not
just alcohol anymore.
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In October, 13 ‘Smart Driver’ Grads

Saved an Average of *384*

That's an
average savings of 36(y0!

TOP 10 Savers in October:

Smart Driver City Savings
@ Veronica M. Spanaway $1,904
@ Alice H. Gig Harbor $963
¢ JorgeT. Federal Way $877
@ EvangelinaV.  Lakewood $797
@ Juan A. Des Moines $730
@ AnasK. Kent $668
@ Juanl. Federal Way $641
@ Jose M. Seattle $602
@ Pavel F. Everett $582
@ JoseR. Seattle $385

*Cumnlative average savings over 6 months

3 Chances to Win
Referral Rewards!

Nelya Vinnichuk and her husband, Vladimir (with
daughter Nila) were our 2016 Grand
Prize Winners of an HD TV!

It’s Simple to Win: Just
referral a friend or family
member and you receive 2
Lotto tickets. You're also
entered in a monthly draw-
ing for a gift certificate
and for our annual Grand
Prize drawing each year!

Monthly Dinner Winners:
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We're on Facebook!

facebook
Visit our Facebook page. Go to -

www.sav-on.com and click on the Facebook logo!

PROGRESSIVE

Independent agents and brokers offer products from
many different insurance companies. That means more
opportunities to find the best coverage and service at
the right price.

Progressive Insurance offers preferred auto, home and
umbrellainsurance. You can also save 10% with our
multi-policy discount.
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Daniel Galvan, Tacoma

SAV-ON Insurance is an independent insurance agent
which is proud to represent Progressive Insurance.
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Keenan Mert: A Life Focused on Helping Others

s a Customer Service Representa-
tive, Keenan Mert is responsible
or assisting SAV-ON’s insurance

agents serve our customers and make
their lives better. Nothing could be more
appropriate, as he has dedicated himself to
helping others.

How did he end up working at SAV-
ONP? Pure luck. His parents are
SAV-ON customers, and he had
gone to the Kent office to make a
change on their insurance when
he saw a “help wanted” sign on
the door. SAV-ON wanted to hire
someone with the ability to speak
Russian. It just so happened that
Keenan speaks both Russian and
Turkish fluently. He filled out an applica-
tion and was hired in July of this year to
work in the Des Moines headquarters.

It’s been a long journey to many parts
of the world for Keenan already, and he is
only 25. Born in Russia, he lived there until
he was 13, then moved to San Antonio
with his family in 2006. After spending a
couple years in Texas, his family moved to
Washington and settled in Kent to escape
the heat and humidity of that area.

After high school, he became a tutor for
students who were struggling with math
and having other difficulties with study-
ing. He enjoyed helping the kids improve,
and decided that was a good fit for him,
as it gave him a sense of accomplishment.
A year later, while attending community

college, he became a Student Ambassador
for the college, taking prospective stu-
dents on tours of the campus, answering
questions, and helping them understand
the differences they’d face transitioning
from high school to college.
His next adventure was an opportunity
to teach conversational English to stu-
dents in Turkey, and he spent two months
there in 2013.

After returning to the United States, he
enrolled in community college for a short
time, then was accepted at Washington
State University. He majored in biology
with a minor in psychology, and became
involved in research into temperament
development in infants. In this position, he
worked with mothers and their children,
interviewing them and videotaping the
infants for scientific research.

While a student there he also volun-

Keenan Mert

teered in the emergency room at the local
hospital, where he experienced an incident
that would alter his life forever.

“A woman, who was suspected of over-
dosing, was brought into the emergency de-
partment,” he remembers. “A team of doc-
tors, nurses and nursing assistants worked
non-stop for three hours to stabilize her
vitals, however, her pulse never
stabilized. Her mom approached
the doctor and told him to stop.

“This moment was in a way the
final test for me to see if I am re-
ally cut out to be a doctor. It defi-
nitely was a new experience for
me, but it also gave me the sense
of reassurance that I can handle
the stress and tragedies of a hospital.”

His experiences in life have led him to
help others, and he enjoys doing that at
SAV-ON, too, where the work environ-
ment is relaxed and friendly, a far cry from
the urgency of an emergency room.

“I enjoy the friendly, family-like atmo-
sphere at SAV-ON,” he says. “If I need
anything, some flexibility in my schedule,
they are very accommodating; I can talk to
management about anything and they’re
very understanding. I really like working
here.”

The work he does at SAV-ON fits nicely
into his altruistic nature. “When a cus-
tomer calls and is upset about something,
I enjoy working with them to resolve their
he relates. “When they end up
happy and satisfied, I get a nice sense of
accomplishment.”

concerns,”’

When he doesn’t have to work or study,
he enjoys hiking or hanging out with
friends. He also likes to travel and has
visited landmarks such as Yellowstone Park
and the Grand Canyon.

Relentlessly pursuing his goal of becom-
ing a doctor, Keenan has a full day. He is
enrolled as a pre-med student at Bellevue
Community College, and has classes in the
morning. Then he drives to work at SAV-
ON in time for his shift. After work, he
likes to relax with a good book, and many
times it’s a book on anatomy and physiolo-
gy. A long day, but for Keenan it’s worth it.

Before he can finish his medical degtree,
become a doctor and begin ministering to
patients, SAV-ON customers have some-
one they can count on to help them out,
too.
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Win Great Prizes in SAV-ON’s Facebook ‘Like’ Contest

When you ‘LIKE’ us on SAV-ON’s Face-
book page, we will give away lots of great
prizes each day, starting when our page
reaches 500 ‘likes’.

But, not only will your ‘like’ qualify you
for our daily drawing, but it also helps fund

research into a cure for cancer. How? It’s
simple; for every
‘like’ we donate $1
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to Obliteride, our
locally chosen charity, on your behalf.
Obliteride is a nonprofit organization that
holds a long-distance bike ride annually to
fund cancer research. 100 percent of the
proceeds from the event go to the Fred
Hutch Cancer Center in Seattle, and it has
raised nearly $9.2 million in its first five

‘Like’ Us & Be An

) INSTANT
b WINNER

CONTEST

v/ Once we reach 500 “Likes” we start
giving away some great prizes!

v/ We choose an Instant Winner each day
and announce it on our Facebook page!

v If you have ever “liked” our page, it
could be you!

years! Obliteride has grown to over 2,000
riders and this year raised over $2.4 million
for cancer research!

So, help out with this worthy cause and

win prizes, too! Visit our Facebook page
and ‘like’ us. You’re automatically entered.
Once we get to 500 ‘likes’ we start giving
away prizes!

Not only can you be our daily Instant
Winner, but you can win more than once!
(There’s no limit, so you could win the next
drawing too.)

Some of the prizes to be given away:

* Mariners &
Sounders tickets

* Movie tickets

* Gift cards to
your favorite

restaurants and retail stores
...and much more. ‘Like’ us today!

Legend of Santa Claus: Known Around the World by Many leferent Names

Continned from page 1
Nicholas’s Dutch nickname,
Sinter Klaas, a shortened
form of Sint Nikolaas (Dutch
for Saint Nicholas). Over
the years Sinter Klaas slowly
turned into Santa Claus, and
that’s what we call the jolly
old elf in the U.S. today.

In 1800, an American
writer named Washington
Irving wrote a book depict-
ing St. Nicholas as an elf-like
little man, not a stately saint.
A few years later a poem

called “An Account from a

is thought to deliver gifts
in a sleigh drawn by goats.
English legend explains that
Father Christmas visits each
home on Christmas Eve to
fill children’s stockings with
holiday treats. Pere Noel is
responsible for filling the
shoes of French children.
There are even those in

the Islamic religion who
claim a Santa-like figure
named Sayyidina Khidr, who
is depicted in green robes
with a walking stick just like
some early images of Father

Visit from Saint Nicholas”
(also well-known as “T'was
the Night Before Christmas)
was written by Clement Moore. Along with
it came images of Santa Claus as a heavy-
set bearded man in a red suit, with the
amazing ability to fly in a sleigh pulled by
reindeers and squeeze down chimneys.

Santa-Like Figures Around the World

America’s Santa Claus is not the only St.
Nicholas-inspired gift-giver to make an ap-
pearance at Christmas time. Similar figures
are popular all over the world, inspired by
the life of St. Nicholas. Christkind or Kris
Kringle delivers presents to well-behaved
Swiss and German children. Christkind
(translated: “Christ Child”) is an angel-like
figure often accompanied by St. Nicholas
on his holiday missions.

In Scandinavia, a jolly elf named Jultomten

Father Christmas, England’s
version of Santa Claus.

Christmas.

But Russian lore is the
most intriguing of all.
Legend has it that an elderly woman named
Babouschka purposely gave the three Wise
Men wrong directions to Bethlehem so
they couldn’t find Jesus. Later, she felt bad
about her deception, but could not find
the men to undo the damage. To this day,
on January 5, Babouschka visits Russian
children and leaves gifts at their bedsides in
the hope that one of them is the baby Jesus
and she will be forgiven.

Santa Sells

Thanks largely to the legend of Santa
Claus and his sleigh ride around the world
delivering tons of gifts, Christmas has
become the biggest gift-buying spree of the
year, and is expected to generate over §7
trillion in sales this year according to Forbes.

Saint Nicholas depicted in a blue suit on a greet-
ing card from the mid-1800s.

It is estimated that the average American
will spend over §700 this year on Christ-
mas-related gifts and decorations!

One wonders if Saint Nicholas would
approve of his name being tied to all this
unbridled spending each year during the
holidays? After all, he spent his life giving
away his worldly goods to the less fortu-
nate and living in relative poverty until his
death.

ATip of the Hat to
Our Latest Referral
Rewards Winner!

Kenneth D. Carlton from Seattle
was the first reader to find the word
on Sam’s hat hidden in our last news-
letter. He won two movie tickets to
a local theater.

You could be our next winner! Just be
the first to text the word on the hat to
206-592-6007 or email us at info@
sav-on.com & win!
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Holiday Drugged Driving: It's Not Just Alcohol Anymore

Holiday parties abound this time of
year, and many of them involve alcohol or
drugs. Celebrating with friends, family or
co-workers is a fun tradition at this time
of the year, but the danger comes when
the person who has partied too much gets
behind the wheel of a car.

Not only are his or her reactions slowed
by the drugs, but the weather is usually
dark and rainy, making driving treacherous
in the best conditions.

Not surprisingly, accidents involving
alcohol spike during the month-long fes-
tivities, many of them involving fatalities
caused by drunken or drugged drivers.

New research by the Governors Highway
Safety Association and the Foundation for
Advancing Alcohol Responsibility found
that the incidence of drugged drivers.

Alcohol No Longer Leading Cause
“Data in the report showed that for the
first time, there are more dead drivers for
which we have test results that are positive
for drugs than there are who were positive

for alcohol,” said James Hedlund, an inde-
pendent safety expert with Highway Safety
North in Ithaca, New York.

What are considered ‘drugs’, as opposed

to alcohol? Marijuana, pills, cocaine, opi-
oids, or any of the many illicit drugs that
can be purchased in this country.

For the full report, go to http://www.
ghsa.org
Increased DUI Patrols

The police and state patrol are aware of
the accident statistics, and have increased
Driving Under the Influence (DUI) patrols

Uninsured / Underinsured Motorist Coverage

Saving You Major Financial Headaches for Pennies a Day

While state law mandates that all driv-
ers carry auto insurance, there is no such
requirement for carrying Uninsured Motot-
ist/Underinsured Motorist coverage (UM/
UIM).

As a responsible driver, you have auto
insurance to protect yourself if you have
an accident. But many drivers aren’t as
considerate. Without UM/UIM coverage,
which only costs about 5% of your insur-
ance costs, you can be at risk financially
if you are hit by an uninsured motorist or
someone with inadequate coverage.

The Insurance Information Institute
reports that Washington has the tenth-
highest rate of uninsured drivers in the
U.S., with over 16% of motorists on the
road having no insurance!

In many cases, those who ate hit by an
uninsured driver are stuck with expensive
medical bills and other costs, unless they
have UM/UIM coverage.

Uninsured Drivers
An uninsured driver is someone who
does not have any insurance, has insurance

that doesn’t meet state-
mandated minimum liability
requirements, or whose insur-
ance company denied their
claim, or was not financially
able to pay it. A hit and run
driver also counts as unin-
sured as it relates to bodily in-
jury, though, not normally for
property damage. Your UM/
UIM coverage would come to
the rescue.

Underinsured Drivers

Underinsured motorist
coverage is protection related
to injuries received from an
accident where the other
driver is at fault has coverage limits too low
to cover your expenses. Underinsured driv-
ers purchase only the minimum coverage
required by law.

If a driver with low coverage limits
causes you to sustain a serious injury, it is
possible that the available insurance benefit
won’t pay all your medical expenses. If you

during the holidays. Chances are very good
that if you’re impaired they will stop you
and you will be arrested.

And make no mistake; a conviction for
Driving Under the Influence of alcohol or
drugs will make your life miserable. There
are fines, court costs, high-risk insurance
costs, possible jail time and driving restric-
tions. The average DUI costs can exceed
$10,000 in fines, insurance and lost wages.

The best idea this holiday season, if
you’re heading out to celebrate where drugs
and alcohol are involved, is to plan ahead.
Either have a designated driver, take a taxi
or other public mode of transportation, or
plan to spend the night there (if possible).

SAV-ON Can Help

If you are arrested and convicted of DUI,
SAV-ON is there to help. We can help you
find the most reasonable SR22 (high risk)
rates and establish a “Goal Date” where, if
you keep your driving record clean, you can
again qualify for low-cost rates. Call SAV-
ON at 888-867-2866 for more information.

It’s like the old saying:
“You can’t get blood out of a turnip!”

have a UM/UIM policy, you’re covered!

In 2012, the latest year for which data
is available, 29.7 million U.S. drivers were
uninsured.*

Why take the chancer For only a few
dollars a month, you can be protected from
financial risk. Call SAV-ON today at 888-
867-2866 and get peace of mind.

*Source: www.insurance.com



